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During their recent trip to France, AMAA President, Mr. Nazar Y. Daghlian, and Ex- 
ecutive Director, Dr. G. H. Chopourian, also had the opportunity to visit with the former 
Director of our Armenian Evangelical Istanbul ‘Youth Home, Mr. Hrant Guzelian, who 
is shown in this picture flanked by Mr. Daghlian and Dr. Chopourian. 


G. H. Chopourian 


The Armenian Missionary Association 

of America, Inc. was founded in 1918 as 
a result of the vision of fifteen men from 
seven U.S. states. The 12 laymen and 3 
ministers searched for a way to meet 
urgent needs of Armenians who were 
under great tribulations. The Armistice af 
November 11, 1918 had been signed and 
the remnants of Armenians driven out of 
their homes in 1915 were returning. They 
were broken men, women and children, 
dazed, down at heart and discouraged. 
They came in dirty and tattered rags, 
bleeding bare feet and faces on which 
hopelessness was registered. They re- 
turned to their villages and cities in Cili- 
cian Armenia and to Armenia proper 
where a struggling independent govern- 
ment was established. The country had 
to be organized, its moral fiber rebuilt and 
its spiritual life strengthened. 

The organizers found it not too difficult 
to formulate the purposes of the Associa- 
tion: “To promote the general interest and 
agencies of evangelical churches in 
Armenia and adjacent states in the Near 
East; to carry on religious, literary, philan- 
thropic and other work, with special 
reference to the establishing and aiding 
of Armenian Evangelical Churches; to ac- 
quire in any and all lawful ways, including 
by bequest and devise, both personal and 
real property as may from time to time 
come into its possession; and to do each 
and everything necessary or incident with 
the laws of this State, and principles of 
evangelical Christianity” 


It was a providential decision and a 
timely plan to salvage the broken hearts 
of our suffering people. The mere men- 
tion of the name “Armenian Missionary 
Association of America” was instrumen- 
tal in arousing in the “returnees” hope, 
confidence, courage and the will to live. 

Others came to share the vision and to 
extend it. Mission means an outreach, a 
reaching out, an extending of the hand 
to lift up, to heal, to comfort, to help build. 
There is something in the word mission, 
particularly energized by the command of 
Christ “to go-into the uttermost parts of 
the world and preach the Gospel? that 

stimulates committed Christians to 
become more committed to the Kingdom 
of God. From the very beginning, 
therefore, when appeals were made to 
the membership in the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches in the United 
States, and the Armenian public in 
general, surprising generous responses 
were made to enable the newly-formed 
Association to come alive. God raised 
fine leaders too for the occasion in the 
persons of the Reverends Mihran T. 
Kalaidjian, Antranig A. Bedikian, 
Manasseh G. Papazian, Yervant H. Hadi- 
dian, Ph. D., N. Bekian, Puzant H. 
Kalfayan, Edward S. Tovmassian — all 
pastors — to lead their beloved Mis- 
sionary Assocation into prominence as 
executive secretaries. Until 1946, most of 
them were unpaid volunteers. A full time 
paid executive secretary was employed 
twenty-eight years after the establishment 
of the Association in 1918. The records 
also show that a layman in the person of 
Steven Mardiguian served as acting ex- 
ecutive secretary in 1968. Added to those 
providentially placed leaders were 
mission-oriented lay persons, male and 
female, who served on church Mission 
Committees, AMAA Chapters and on 
the California District Committee. Their 
combined efforts put the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America on a 
strong foundation so that with their un- 
paralleled passion for mission, AMAA 
became a nationally recognized house- 
hold word. 

In the beginning, work started in a very 
limited way, but pretty soon the Associa- 
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ON WITH OUR MISSION 


—G. H. Chopourian 


tion created new areas of opportunity and 
added practical services extending from 
relief of all kinds to healih care services, 
Christian literature, overseas pension pro- 
grams, home mission projects, educa- 
tional endeavors, church construction 
and support for weaker churches. 

Today, the AMAA people are extend- 
ing their reach to a degree unparalleled 
in the Association’s history. Every step 
they take, every new extension of the 
Association’s work is based on a clear vi- 
sion, first, of the current needs and what 
the Association will be in the twenty-first 
century and, second, on a continued 
dedication to the fundamental Christian 
values which have served the Association 
and the public so well, so long. Those 
fundamental values include a total com- 
mitment to the Kingdom of God, the 
needs of the unfortunate and under- 
privileged and an uncompromising con- 
cern for quality of service to those who 
have entrusted assets or estates to the 
Association. The fundamental values also 
include pervasive respect for men and 
women who respond to calls for as- 
sistance and a restless pursuit of the best 
in service, reliability, credibility and 
competence. 

Together, the above formula is the 
fabric of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America. The values 
define our purpose, our heritage and the 
focus of our vision. In the tangible sense, 
vision and goals are the result of how the 
people of a charitable institution see 
themselves and their future. The focus 
comes from past leaders who have pro- 
perly evaluated the capabilities and their 
dreams hold us to correct courses even 
as changes are introduced. In March of 
1986, the AMAA/AEUNA Joint 
Home Mission Committee was 
formed to focus and concentrate upon 
projects at home in the U.S. and Canada 
that are in operation currently and others 
that might be commenced pursuant to 
concrete evaluation and mutual agree- 
ment by the Boards of the two organiza- 
tions. We have committed over $200,000 
for the Home Mission projects and we are 
certain, as these Projects become well 
known and their effectiveness proven, 


larger sums will be forthcoming. 

In its size and diversity, the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America, with 
its book value of about $17 million and 
market value of perhaps $25 million, is 
certainly the second largest charitable 
organization in the world among Arme- 
nians. It is also among the most highly 
regarded, with a reputation for quality, 
service reliability, credibility and dreams 
unsurpassed in such organizations. But 
more importantly, the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association is the only and uni- 
que mission organization ever in the 
Armenian world; it is the first and only. 
Unique, because of its major emphasis on 
evangelism, the preaching of the Good 
News of salvation in Christ. The one and 
only, because Armenian historical records 
do not provide any parallel organization. 
Conclusion: The AMAA is needed for 
the spiritual well-being of our people. 

It has been said that morality trails 
behind scientific and technological pro- 
gress. Much that has happened in the 
scientific and technological world in the 
last fifty years demonstrate the truth of 
that statement. We are now capable of 
destroying life on this planet “Earth” on 
which we are pilgrims. Just one day 
before this writing, an accident at the 
Chernobyl Nuclear Plant in Russia is 
alleged to have caused the death of 2,000 
persons. It is conceavable that we can 
blow ourselves out of this planet with an 
atomic war. Comparatively speaking, not 
much change has occurred in the last fif- 
ty years in the conduct of human beings 
and in human nature itself. 

Our Armenian people need the 
challenge to improve themselves in 
human conduct, morality, spirituality. 
Yes, the Armenian Missionary Associa- 
tion is needed to challenge our people to 
keep pace in their religious and spiritual 
pilgrimage with the advancement of 
science and technology. 

To that end, the Armenian Missionary 
Association shall stand. It is our prayer 
that it may so stand, forever, supported 
by all of our Armenian Evangelical Chur- 
ches in North America and hopefully by 
those of the Middle East and France. 

AMAA values are in place, and the 
Association’s vision is clear. Are the com- 
mitted membership ready and willing to 
fulfill the ideal? “Where there is no vi- 
sion,” Proverbs 29:18a states, “the peo- 
ple perish” Are the committed members, 


whether they be teachers, preachers, 


lawyers, doctors, businessmen, workers, 
male and female, ready to uphold the 
Armenian Missionary Association of 
America to continue to be a citadel of 
hope, trust and love? 
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On this One Hundredth and Fortieth 
Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical 
Movement, it is most appropriate to 
renew our commitment to evangelism 
and mission. 


The Inspirational Corner 


THROUGH THE SKY ON THE FOURTH OF JULY 


Pastel tinged Aurora glistens before 


the ball breaks brim again. 


While circles whirl, cycles go. Genesis surges forth, daily! 


Morning glows upon a fruited plain 


between shining seas. 


Old Glory’s fabric blossom blooms. Unfurled, hoisted high, 

a starred, striped sheet strapped to a pole flaps in the breeze. 

Bloodied, bandaged, a banner betrays battles endured to fly over free Soil. 
Split but resewn, its constellation shines liberated, but bruised. 


The stained flag is saluted. Cloth carries clout! 


The same spirit is sealed. Our bald 
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bird, an eagle, clutches weapons, 


wears a banded shield, but wields branches and grapes of peace and 
bites ribbon which reads: E PLURIBUS UNUM— 

One out of many; mosaic as the mottos model. 

Our bald bird teems, though grounded in green wooded reserves; 
trees pulped to paper and emblazoned with our eagle emblem; 
minted cash to swap, stack, tax, spend and stash; wampum! 

The embossed eagles’ aviaries are closed today to honor 

Secession from an empire: a step forward for freedom. 


Noon blazes over the breadbasket of free and brave. Today, 
Roast the pattied fatted calf! Feast! Feed a gathered crowd! 
Bloated bellies resound! — Hollow echoes twinge. Hunger 
Rumbles, roars low amid a sated chorus in a land of plenty. 
Clad in regal lavender and cadmium attire, an evening ball ebbs. 


Moon looms aloft as the ball shines submerged. Land is lit at night. 
Jaundice incandescence glares, clings to ground; a lame gloss. 
Congregations watch sky suck in smoke, sparks and fire. They retire. 
Streamers flicker free, roam streets with paper cups and sheets of scripture. 


Complacent citizens sleep soundly; 


a bum and bag lady sift trash. 


Moon pulls sea from both sides. Oceans pound, sandwich Union shores 
but brilliance resurrects. Dawn soon strafes the east. Routines resume. 
A process perpetuates. The ball seems to roll. 


Luna and Sol alternate global reign. Miniscule militants combat for face. 
The boys’ new toys split primary peas and can erase every earthly race. 
Regimes of right or wrong play. Like moon and ball, they rise to fall. 
Banner and bird represent respectable words: Men are created equal, free 
to speak, meet and pursue happiness. Written rights tout justice for all! 
Circles spin as cycles go. Learn from our mistakes and forgive us our faults. 
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AMAA PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 


ON VISIT WITH THE UNION OF FRANCE 


—By Nazar Y. Daghlian and G. H. Chopourian 


In pursuance of the instruction of the 

Board of Directors of the AMAA, on May 
8, 1986, we traveled to Europe for a 
9-day-long visit with our mission partners, 
colleagues and friends in France, Ger- 
many and Belgium. The visit, prompted 
by an invitation from our brethren in 
France, had four purposes: (1) To attend 
the Synodical Annual Meeting of the 
Armenian Evangelical Union of France; 
(2) to represent the Association at the 
dedication services of the Fellowship Hall 
of the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Lyon in France; (3) to explore the 
possibilities for mission work in the 
Dusseldorf and Cologne areas in Ger- 
many; and (4) to visit with AMAA friends 
and prospective supporters in Brussels, 
Belgium, and other cities. Our itinerary 
spanned over a period of 9 days, extend- 
ing to Geneva, Switzerland; Lyon, Paris, 
and Marseille in France; Dusseldorf and 
Cologne in Germany; and_ included 
various formal functions, visits with chur- 
ches, conferences with local leaders and 
pastors and contacts with individuals and 
AMAA friends. 

We arrived in Lyon about lunchtime on 
May 9, and attended meetings of the 
Union which were held in the newly 
renovated sanctuary of the local Arme- 
nian Evangelical church. In 1984, the 
AMAA had responded to an appeal anc 
pledged to provide along with the 
Stephen Philibosian Foundation, 
300,000 francs of the 600,000 francs the 
renovation of the sanctuary and the 
Fellowship Hall of the Lyon church would 
have cost. 

There were about 30 representatives 
from 14 Armenian Evangelical churches 
attending the conference. The Synodical 
sessions started on Thursday, a day 
before our arrival, and were held 
throughout Friday and Saturday, May 9 
and 10. On Sunday, a worship service 
was held beginning 10:15 a.m., at which 
time the Executive Director preached the 
Armenian sermon relating the words of 
the blind man in John 9 who was heal- 
ed (“One thing I know, that, whereas I 
was blind now I see”), to the 140th An- 


Congreation and friends at the Consecration Service of the Lyon Church. 


niversary of the founding of the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Movement on July 1, 
1846. Following the service, a ribbon- 
cutting ceremony was held with the 
AMAA President doing the honors, 
followed by a very sumptious meal and 
a time of fellowship. 

The Synodical meetings dealt with 
concrete existential issues and problems 
that faced the ministers. These included 
discussions on marriage, baptism, 
membership and the like. Throughout, 
there was a very healthy conservative ap-, 
proach. Interspersed in the daily pro- 
grams were reports from the various 
departments of the Union. The youth 


reported on their publication entitled, The 
Lumignon and on the Summer Camp 
Programs held at two places — La Fon- 
tanelle and La Source at Thollon. 

The Armenian Evangelical Union of 
France is the most centralized of the three 
Armenian Evangelical Unions in the 
world. We learned that each pastor is pro- 
vided with a parsonage, a car and Social 
Security paid to the state authorities. The 
church pays all the expenses for the car 
and the house and the same salary of 
5,000 francs a month is paid to each 
minister in cash for use by the minister 
and his family. Every ten years, a minister 
is removed from one church and placed 
in another where he occupies the church 
parsonage. 


Most of the churches are very small in 
membership. As a result, the Union has 
found it possible to have the 14 churches 
led by a total of six young pastors. 

The church buildings, outside of one 
or two, are modest and so are the 
parsonages. 

One of the most productive activities 
of the Union is their camp arrangement. 
We visited La Fontanelle on Tuesday, 
May 13. It was a six-hour round trip to 
the mountain camp which comprises of 
four buildings and extensive high moun- 
tainous grounds. The program at this 
camp takes care of young children, youth 
and adults, and work is by volunteer serv- 
ice. We got the impression that there was 
a lot of loving service rendered gratis 
which spells out the reason for the suc- 
cess of the program. We learned that it 
is not money alone that does great work, 
but commitment and caring and sharing. 

We have in our French Union a solid 
Christian approach to Christian living, 
fellowship and generosity for the Union 
is also involved in mission. The Union is 
ready to participate in the mission work 
of the AMAA; currently they provide for 
a couple of evangelists in Turkey and in 
March they promoted the AMAA. 


The Reverend Jean-Daniel Sahagian, 


the second of the two more senior pastors 
out of the six, was transferred three years 
ago from the Issy-les-Moulineaux Church 


The AMAA President and Executive Director at a lunch conference at the home 
of the Treasurer of the AEU of France (center), its Moderator and pastor of the Lyon 


Church. 


in the suburbs of Paris to Beaumont, a 
suburb of Marseille. He is the pastor of 
the Beaumont Church which has a 
small church building and no social hall. 
As a result, the social and fellowship life 
of the church membership is stunted. 
Daniel applied to the AMAA for finan- 
cial assistance towards the construction of 
a social hall on the parsonage campus 
wherein there is sufficient space for a 
good-sized social hall. He suggested 
AMAA undertake fifty percent of the an- 
ticipated $200,000 cost. The AMAA 
Board, being previously aware of Daniels 
request, had determined we observe the 
situation and report on our return. 

In Brussels, we visited Mr. John Aba- 
jian and found in him a concerned Arme- 
nian and a fine gentleman. He came to 
the airport to pick us up, took us to his 
offices, showed us his factory where 
diamonds are cut and polished and 
returned us to the airport after offering us 
lunch at the Diamond Club in the 
restricted area in Antwerp. We spoke to 
Mr. Abajian about the work of the AMAA 
and presented to him the program oppor- 
tunities we have for him to participate in. 
Abajian indicated that he has plans to set 
up a foundation for his family, but none- 
theless, he promised to give some 


thought to our proposals. We pray that 
God may touch his heart and inspire him 
to yoke his talents and capacities to the 
work of the AMAA. 

In Germany, we were met at the air- 
port by the Reverend Hagop Djambazian 
at Dusseldorf and driven in his car to Col- 
ogne in the company of- two youth, 
Hagop and Mardiros. In Cologne, we 
visited the home of Hagop where we 
were introduced to his wife, his mother 
and family. Hagop witnessed to salvation 
in Christ and Mardiros reported he had 
repented after studying the challenges of 
different religions and finding Christ the 
answer to his needs and life. Our discus- 
sions centered around the subject of 
possibilities of mission work in the 
Dusseldorf and Cologne areas. We 
agreed with the Rev. Djambazian that he 
will develop a plan for an evangelism 
outreach and submit it for the considera- 
tion of the AMAA Board. 

We took flight from Cologne for Paris, 
arriving in Paris past 10 p.m. The 
Reverend Rene Leonian, Pastor of the 
Issy-les-Moulineaux church, picked us up 
and delivered us to the hotel. We were 
able to retire past midnight, having 
wakened up on the morning of May 14 
at 4:45 a.m. The following morning at 11 
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The Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Lyon, towards the renovation/construc- 
tion of which the AMAA and, SPF con- 
tributed $42,000.00. 


oclock, we met with Miss Dora Manouk- 
ian for lunch. Miss Manoukian is a cousin 
of Miss Leila Karagheusian, a gracious 
friend of the AMAA. We hope to reveal 
to Miss Karagheusian our fellowship with 
her. 

We found everything very expensive in 
France and wondered how on earth peo- 
ple with perhaps less salary income than 
Americans earn could possibly survive in 
an expensive climate like that. For in- 
stance, a decent tie was listed at $45, 
making it impossible for us to even think 
of bringing gifts to friends in the United 
States. We believe we can buy a good tie 
in the United States for about $15. 
Recommendation: Stick to the United 
States for your vacations! 

We departed Paris via a Swiss Air flight 
and returned to New York on the same 
day in the evening. We thank God for our 
safe return, but above all, we praise Him 
for the meaningful trip which became a 
joyful occasion to celebrate and confirm 
our partnership in mission with our 
brethren in France. We pray that as a 
result of this visit, the scope and effec- 
tiveness of our mission will be further 
enhanced in that region. 


A PILLAR OF OUR EVANGELICAL WORLD HAS FALLEN 


The tragic news of a cardiac arrest, 
brain damage and death within eleven 
days following the arrest kept us 
evangelicals in suspense. The Reverend 
Edward S. Tovmassian's family, parishion- 
ers, colleagues and friends prayed for his 
recovery, but God's plans prevailed and 
he entered his rest on April 28, 1986. 

On May 1, a private family graveside 

service was held for him pursuant to his 
wishes. This was followed by a memorial 
service on Sunday, May 4 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the United Armenian Congregational 
Church (UACC) in which church he had 
served for seven years as Associate 
Pastor. Fellow ministers and friends 
eulogized the Rev. Tovmassian and those 
in attendance were deeply moved. Par- 
ticipants included: Rev. Abraham 
Chaparian, Pastor of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Hollywood; Mrs. 
Louise Chookoorian, Organist of the Im- 
manuel Armenian Congregational 
Church of Downey; Rev. Dr. G. H. 
Chopourian, Executive Director of the 
Armenian Missionary Association of 
America; Rev. Berj Djambazian, Pastor of 
United Armenian Congregational Church 
of Hollywood; Mr. Luther Eskijian, Per- 
sonal friend of Rev. Edward Tovmassian; 
Rev. Dr. Krikor Haleblian, Pastor of the 
Armenian Church of the Nazarene of 
Montebello; Father Sipan Mekhsian, 
Assistant to the Primate of the Diocese 
of the Armenian Church; Rev. Norair 
Melidonian, Pastor of the Cilician Arme- 
nian Congregational Church of 
Pasadena; Rev. G. Diran Minassian, 
Pastor and personal friend of Rev. Ed- 
ward Tovmassian; Rev. Roger Minassian, 
Pastor of the Pilgrim Armenian Con- 
gregational Church of Fresno; Rev. Harry 
Missirlian, Minister to the Armenian 
Evangelical Union of North America; Mr. 
Nap Mushegan, Deacon of IACC; Mr. 
Arthur Tookoyan, Soloist; Rev. Ronald D. 
Tovmassian, Pastor of the Armenian 
Memorial Church of Watertown, MA, 
and son of Rev. Edward Tovmassian; and 
Mr. Charles Zoolalian, personal friend of 
Rev. Tovmassian. 

In 1972, the UACC Herald wrote of his 
ministry to that church: “The seven years 
that Rev. Tovmassian has given us have 
been bountiful and productive. . . We will 


The Rev. Edward S. Toumassian 


miss his smile and his friendly way which 
have been his hallmark. . . This church 
is deeply in his debt and expresses its 
gratitude” 


Immanuel, the publication of the Im- 
manuel Armenian Congregational 


Church which the Rev. Tovmassiari serv- 


ed last of all, has these reflections on their 
pastor: “His was a compassionate 
ministry, with a real concern for 
members, church and their families. . . 
His calling to serve in the ministry was a 
serious one to him and he devoted over 
40 years of his working life to the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Movement. Indeed, he 
once wrote, ‘I do not intend to slow down 
or relent as long as the Lord gives me 
strength and good health’ Our brother 
died in the saddle” 

The Rev. Tovmassian was a master at 
sermons. There was always “meat” for 
nurture and presented interestingly and 
palatably. He projected a friendly, kindly 
and fatherly figure; he transmitted com- 
passion, care and keen interest; he 
calmed down “stormy” scenes: he behav- 
ed in a universal way, his outreach being 
to all the children of God. 

The AMAA President, Mr. Nazar Y. 
Daghlian, sent this message to the 
Memorial service liturgist: “I have known 
the Rev. Tovmassian since 1957—my first 
year in the AMAA as a Board member. 
Later on, | had the privilege of working 


A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF THE REVEREND EDWARD S. TOVMASSIAN 


Rev. Edward S. Tovmassian was born 
on March 10, 1912 in Aleppo, Syria. His 
parents were Rev. Stepan and Helen Tov- 
massian. At the age of fourteen, he ac- 
cepted Christ as his Saviour and soon 
after that he felt the call to full-time Chris- 
tian Ministry. 

In 1938, Edward graduated from the 
Near East School of Theology and spent 
the first eight years of his ministry serv- 
ing in the Middle East. In 1946 he came 
to the United States and became the 
Pastor of the Armenian Congregational 
Church of Detroit. After staying in Detroit 
for thirteen years, he accepted a call to 
serve as the Executive Secretary of the 
AMAA in 1959,.a position which he held 
for nine years. The four years from 
1968-1972 were spent pastoring the 
Bethlehem United Church of Christ in 
Glassboro, New Jersey. 
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In 1972, having received a call from 
the United Armenian Congregational 
Church in Hollywood, Edward moved his 
family to Los Angeles. After seven years 
as the Associate Pastor of that church, he 
accepted a call from the Immanuel Arme- 
nian Congregational Church in Downey. 
Since August 1, 1979 he has served as 
the Pastor of the Immanuel Church. 

On April 28, 1986, Rev. Edward S. 
Tovmassian entered his eternal rest after 
48 years of dedicated service to his Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. He is survived 
by his loving and faithful wife Arousiag; 
his children Harry, Doreen, Edward and 
Ronald; his sisters Efronia Mouradian, 
Amelia Najarian and Clara Aintablian; 
and his eight grandchildren Tiffany, Troy, 
Michael, Jeffrey, Melissa, Elizabeth, Amy 
and Jeremy. 


with him when he became the Executive 
Secretary. During all these years, whether 
in New York or in Glassboro or in Califor- 
nia, | have known him as a humble, 
honest, calm and caring person. I have 
never heard a harsh word from him, nor 
seen a fit of anger. His fatherly and 
brotherly attitude epitomized the true 
characteristics of a genuine and sincere 
Christian” 

The Rev. Edward S. Tovmassian gave 
us a legacy of love and an example of 
faith to live by. He was a true witness to 
each of us of the love of Christ in this 
world and our hope in Christ for a world 
yet to come. We are all better persons 
because we were touched by Edward in 
some way or another, by his genuine, 
warm, kindly, friendly and sincere 
personality. 


The late Rev. Edward S. Toumassian addressing the guests at the AMAA 57th An- 
nual Meeting Banquet at which time he was Honored by the Board of Directors and 
the missionary family of the AMAA. We now feel that it was providential for the 
AMAA to recognize the Rev. Toumassian’s services to the Association and the Im- 


manuel Church on his retirement. 


THE EJDAHARIAN FAMILY TURN THEIR TRAGEDY 


Armine Ejdaharian-Bilezikjian. 


In our daily rounds as executive 
workers of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA), we 
come across unique experiences which 
inspire, instruct, and humble us. One of 
these was our visit with Mother Elise Ash- 
jian Ejdaharian, and her daughter 
Ardemis, a practicing nurse employed by 
St. Joseph Medical Center in Burbank, 
CA. 

Mrs. Ejdaharian, a young ninety, is a 
library of information on Armenian 
Evangelical life. Her uncle, the Rev. H. 
H. Ashjian, was the able pastor of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Adana. 


INTO VICTORY 


She was married to Dr. Meguerditch 
Ejdaharian of Arabkir who had received 
his medical training at the French Univer- 
sity of Beirut. Raised by an uncle when 
left as an orphan at three, Dr. Ejdaharian’s 
story is a tribute to his determination to 
be a useful person. After positions and 
practice in Damascus, Duertyol, the 
Turkish Army, as captain (become pri- 
sioner of war under the British Army in 
Cairo), Beirut, Alexandretta and Gaza, he 
finally settled with his family in Tripoli, 
Lebanon where he entered his eternal 
rest in 1967. He left a beautiful heritage: 
he was loved by his friends, patients and 


' colleagues for his humility, readiness to 


help, generosity, knowledge and dedica- 
tion. An intelligent, yet gentle person. 
Elise and Meguerditch were blessed with 
three daughters and a son. 

As if the tragedy of the death of the 
father was not enough, daughter Armine 
began a long bout with cancer. Finally 
succumbing to it on June 5, 1985. Said 
her mother of her: “My beloved, you had 
a loving and caring spirit and were the 
sweet-smelling rose of our home. God 
considered you to be worthy for Himself; 
blessed be His name” 

Armine Ejdaharian married Steve 
Bilezikjian, a businessman, in 1964. She 
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was born in Beirut, Lebanon, on March 
25, 1927, as the third of four children, 
the others being Araxie, Haik and 
Ardemis the youngest of the four. Armine 
grew up in Beirut and Alexandretta, at- 
tended an Armenian School and also 
College des Soeurs Armenien Catho- 
lique de LImmaculee Conception, and 
was taken with the family to Gaza (then 
Palestine) where her father joined the staff 
of Sterling Memorial Hospital. During the 
troubles of 1948-49, Armine joined as 
volunteer the nursing staff of the hospital 
with her sister Ardemis, graduating from 
the four-year Nursing School to become 
Head Nurse of the Out-Patient Depart- 
ment. She then became Assistant Nurs- 
ing Supervisor and Assistant Nursing In- 
structor. She followed the Post-graduate 
course for Operating Room at the 
American University of Beirut. Due to the 
unrest in the Middle East, Armine and 
her sister, whose professions and 
temperaments had coincided well, ap- 
plied and were accepted by St. Joseph 
Medical Center in Burbank, California, 
where they settled after a stint of travel 
together in Europe and Eastern United 
States. 

Armine was an excellent homemaker, 
a superb cook and loved entertaining. 


Dr. Meguerditch Ejdaharian and Mrs. 
Elise Ejdaharian, surviving wife. 


She did everything with zest and 
prepared everything well. Cake deco- 
rating, oil painting, ceramics, knitting, 
crochet, embroidery, needlework and 
sewing are evidences of her great talents. 
Other personal involvements were tennis, 
basketball, and choir and loved classical 
music, the opera and ballet which she en- 
joyed with her husband Steve who 
played the violin with the Burbank Sym- 
phony Orchestra. Beginning with her ar- 
rival in 1961, Armine held the position 
of Staff Nurse in the Operating Room at 


A Great Opportunity to Visit The Land of Our Ancestors 


St. Joseph Medical Center and from 
1975 on for ten years she was in charge 
of the Urology Department. She was an 
excellent nurse, dedicated, efficient, 
quick, friendly, cheerful and always ready 
to help. She was highly respected by the 
doctors and nurses for those qualities 
and, admired for her use of five 
languages which came handy for the 
needs of patients who did not speak 
English. She was the “translator” par 
excellence. 

Mother Elise stated: “Armine express- 
ed the wish that the money she had sav- 
ed be established as a Fund with the 
AMAA and the annual income used for 
male and female medical students in 
need, or students following health pro- 
fessions, towards their school tuition” 
Happy over her daughter's decision, Mrs. 
Ejdaharian exclaimed, “My beloved, in 
your death you will become a living soul” 

The Ejdaharians provided seventy-five 
thousand dollars ($75,000) to create the 
Armine Ejdaharian Bilezikjian Memorial 
Fund and in this way, turned their sor- 
row into triumph. Said the family to the 
prospective scholarship recipients: “We 
would like to become acquainted with 
you. Dr. Ejdaharian’s daughter, Armine 


Ejdaharian Bilezikjian, at a young age, 
wished to become a nurse to be able to 
help the sick and the needy. She achiev- 
ed her goal but, even though in excellent 
health, contracted cancer unexpectedly. 
Her other wish was to establish a scholar- 
ship fund for students in need entering 
medicine or health services. If you 
become a recipient, we want to con- 
gratulate you and to request a favor of 
you: “when you become able financially, 
become morally and financially helpful to 
others, we'll be glad to hear from you” 

Armine was put to rest at the Forest 
Lawn Mortuary of Hollywood Hills after 
a touching service on June 8, 1985, at 
the Old North church with the Reverends 
B. Djambazian and E. S. Tovmassian of- 
ficiating. Pursuant to Armine’s wish, 
Mozart's Requiem Mass was played and 
a palmful of soil from historic St. Et- 
chmiadzin and Keghart in Armenia was 
sprinkled upon the casquet. 

Armine is survived by her husband 
Steve; mother Elise; sisters Ardemis 
Ejdaharian and Araxie Karamanoukian 
and family; brother Haik Ejdaharian and 
family (Beirut); and nephews and nieces. 
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THE AMAA IS ORGANIZING AND 


SPONSORING ITS SECOND 
TOUR OF ARMENIA 


SEPTEMBER 3-18, 1986 


Take this opportunity of a lifetime! Visit Etchmiadzin; the Martyrs’ Memorial of Dzidzernagapert; the 
Historical Museum, Art Gallery and Madenataran of Yerevan; Lake Sevan; Khor Virab; Dilijan; the 
Armenian Evangelical Baptist Church of Yerevan. Experience the sights and sounds of historic and 


modern Armenia. 


You will also visit Lenigrad, Moscow and Gdansk. 


Tour cost includes expenses for air and land travels, first class hotels, three meals daily, theater tickets 
and sightseeing in all cities visited. 


The all inclusive tour cost is $1,850 per person based on double occupancy. Private single rooms are available 
at a supplementary charge of $215.00. 
For reservation and/or information on tour itinerary write or call: 


Armenian Missionary Association of America 
140 Forest Avenue 


Paramus, NJ 07652 
Telephone: (201) 265-2607, 265-2608 


THE SEVENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
TELFEYAN EVANGELICAL FUND 


May 29, 1986, marked the 70th an- 
niversary of the Telfeyan Evangelical 
Fund, Inc. (TEF). Incorporated in the 
state of New York, on May 29, 1916, the 
TEF has been functioning effectively as 
one of the oldest Philanthropic family 
foundations in the Armenian communi- 
ty of North America. 

Philanthropic works were in the very 
mainstream of the family for many 
generations. Garabed Telfeyan, father of 
the founders of the Fund, was born in 
1835. He learned to read and write by 
translating the Bible from ancient Arme- 
nian to modern Armenian. He was great- 
ly influenced by the missionaries. Garab- 
ed Telfeyan started attending Protestant 
services and was deeply moved and im- 
pressed by the religious approach. 

The missionaries had started schools 
and colleges throughout Turkey, but there 
were no colleges in Kayseri. Young men 
interested in pursuing their education had 
to leave Kayseri for college level studies. 
Garabed Telfeyan made a promise that 
someday there would be a college in 
Kayseri. He set aside funds for this pur- 
pose.’ This was, perhaps, the first 
documented tangible philanthropic 
endeavor of the Telfeyan family. 

The present Telfeyan Evangelical Fund, 
Inc. was brought to fruition as specified 
in the will of Sarkis G. Telfeyan “to pro- 
mote the cause of evangelical Christiani- 
ty, benevolence and Christian education,” 
Signatories on the incorporation papers 
were John G. Telfeyan, Herant G. 
Telfeyan, Albert G. Telfeyan, Agavny S. 
Telfeyan (widow of Sarkis G. Telfeyan) 
and Judge Harry V. Osborne of New 
Jersey. Judge Osborne was a family 
friend and served as a member of the 
Telfeyan Evangelical Fund until his death 
in 1948. 

TEF grew financially with large gifts 
from John G. Telfeyan during his lifetime 
and with a sizeable bequest in his will. 
Over the years, funds contributed by 
other funders as well as second genera- 
tion members of the family further 
enhanced the financial capacity of TEF. 

Although the incorporators of TEF 
were of Evangelical persuasion, the 


Dr. Sarkis A. Telfeyan, President, TEF. 


disbursements have always demonstrated 
a genuine concern for the welfare of all 
Armenians in the United States and 
Overseas. Through the years, financial 
assistance has been given to Evangelical, 
Apostolic and Catholic churches and in- 
stitutions as well as to needy individuals 
and students regardless of their denomin- 
ational affiliation. Realizing the com- 


monalities in the purposes of TEF and the © 


Armenian Missionary Association of 
America (AMAA), the officers of the 
Fund have specially related to the AMAA 
with a genuine sense of fellowship and 
have made annual budgetary provisions 
to such AMAA programs as Theological 
Training, Social Service, Child Education, 
Scholarships, Ministers’ Supplementary 
Pension, Haigazian College and Relief 
Projects. 

At present, the 18-member Board of 
Directors of TEF are tapped from the se- 
cond, third and fourth generation descen- 
dants of the enlightened founders of the 
Fund. The most recently elected 
members included Leslie Ayvazian of 
New York, NY, and Jennifer Lynn Nora 
Telfeyan of Garden City, NY. Leslie is a 
great granddaughter of Asanet Telfeyan 
Bashian, a sister of the founders, and a 
granddaughter of Mrs. Mary Bedikian 
and the late Rev. Antranik A. Bedikian. 
Rev. Bedikian served the Fund for 
decades as Vice President and the con- 
tact for Armenians who needed aid. 
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. Mrs. Elida Nerso Telfeyan, Executive 
| Vice-President, TEF. 


Jennifer is the great granddaughter of 
John Telfeyan, one of the founders of 
TEF. John Telfeyan was a pillar of the 
Armenian Community at the time of the 
Charter of the Fund in 1916. He was the 
driving force in the formation of the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of New 
York, and one of the incorporators and 
the first President of the AMAA. 

The current officers of TEF are: Sarkis 
A. Telfeyan, M.D., President; Gary J. R. 
Telfeyan, M.S., Vice Preisent; Ronald B. 
Alexander, Esq., Treasurer; Elida Nerso 
Telfeyan, Executive Vice-President; and 
Pauline Telfeyan Miccio, Secretary. 

The commitment of these devoted 
men and women show that the tradition 
of caring continues with the same inten- 
sity as that of the founders of TEF. In the 
words of Mrs. Elida Nerso Telfeyan, “the 
time and interest given by the members 
of the Fund is rewarded by the knowl- 
edge that the outreach of TEF continues 
to make life more promising for the less 
privileged in the Armenian Communities 
in America and Overseas.” 

The Officers, Board of Directors and 


‘the Executives of the AMAA join in prais- 


ing God for the vision of the founders and 
for the dedication and committed 
stewardship of the current Board 
members of TEF. We pray that under the 
Board’s devoted leadership, the Fund will 
further grow in its outreach to Armenians 
for many generations. 


LID SAI 2A SA D_ 


THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORTS 


HAIGAZIAN COLLEGE BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES & MANAGERS 
HOLD JOINT MEETING IN LOS 
ANGELES 
A joint meeting of the Haigazian Col- 

lege Board of Trustees and Managers was 
held on April 4 and 5, 1986, in Los 
Angeles, CA, for the purpose of review- 
ing the current status and future role of 
Haigazian College as the only degree giv- 
ing Armenian Institution of higher studies 
in the Middle East. Those attending the 
meeting included: AMAA President, Mr. 
Nazar Daghlian; Executive Director, Dr. 
G. H. Chopourian; the Administrative 
Dean of the College, Miss Wilma 
Tcholakian; the Chairman of the Board 
of Managers, Mr. Hrayr Mouradian; and 


ee 


The entrance and the main building of the Haigazian College East Branch. 
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A few of the participants in the joint Haigazian College Trustees/Managers meeting of April 4 and 5 held at the Bur- 


bank Hilton in Burbank, CA. L. to r., first row: Mrs. Joyce Stein and Miss Wilma Tcholakian. Second row: Dr. Rendel 
Levonian, Mr. Nazar Daghlian, Mr. Hrayr Mouradian, Dr. G. H. Chopourian, Mr. Edward Janjigian, Mrs. Mary Diran, 
Mr. Arthur Mehagian and Mr. Sam Mardian. 


officers and members of the Los Angeles- 
based Board of Trustees. Miss Tcholakian 
and Mr. Mouradian provided a com- 
prehensive report on the College, em- 
phasizing the fact that despite the conti- 
nuing. civil war in Lebanon, the resolve 
of the leadership and the mission of the 
30-year old institution remain un- 
changed. 

The ongoing strife in the country has 
certainly affected the College. The Arme- 
nian population of West Beirut has 
decreased substantially, thus causing a 
dramatic decline in the enrollment of 
Armenian students at the College. The 
East Branch of the College, however, is 
steadily growing. Of the 150 students 
enrolled at the East Branch, all but four 
are Armenian. The Bethany-Mesjian 
School building, which is being used as 
the campus of the new Branch, offers 
limited space and facilities for the rapidly 


growing student body. In anticipation of 
increased enrollment in the Fall, the 
Board of Managers is studying the 
possibilities of enlarging the school 
building as well as occupying the nearby 
facilities of the Christian Medical Center 
which is currently occupied by the Chris- 
tian Phalengist forces. Miss Tcholakian is 
continuing to serve as the competent and 
courageous Administrative Dean of the 
College, since it has not been possible to 
appoint a President so far. 

In response to a request from the 
Board of Managers, the joint meeting 
resolved and subsequently recommend- 
ed to the AMAA Board that the name of 
the College be modified to “Haigazian 
University College’ to differentiate it from 
the French word “College” which means 
high school. ' 

At a meeting held at the Immanuel 
Armenian Congregational Church in 
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Downey, Calif., on April 6, 1986 the 
AMAA Board of Directors considered the 
main items issuing from the joint meeting 
and resolved: “(1) to accept the report of 
the Haigazian College Board of Trustees 
with thanks and with special commenda- 
tion to its Chairman, Dr. Rendel Levo- 
nian, and the Board membership for the 
excellent job they have done during this 
most difficult period in the history of the 
College; (2) to thank the Board of 
Managers (in Beirut) in writing for their 
dedication and service to the College 
under very stressful and trying conditions; 
(3) to thank Wilma Tcholakian, in writing, 
for her untiring and heroic services to the 
College as its Administrative Dean in 
these dangerous and chaotic times; (4) 
to approve the budget of $150,000 for 
1986-87 and the change of the name of 
the College to ‘Haigazian University Col- 
leg? ” 


NEW BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 
ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL 
MINISTERS IN FRANCE 

Two important books were recently 
published by two of our active Armenian 
Evangelical Pastors in France: Le 
Mouvement Evangelique Arme- 
nien, by the Rev. Jean Daniel Sahagian, 
and Les Armeniens de France 
Sont-Ils Assimiles? by the Rev. Rene 
Leonijan 


The Rev. Jean-Daniel Sahagian 


The Rev. Sahagian’s book, released on 
the occasion of the 140th Anniversary of 
the Armenian Evangelical Movement, is 
an objective and informative overview of- 
the origins, history, witness and the cur- 
rent status of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church. The book is in paperback for- 
mat; contains 158 pages; and includes il- 
lustrations, a bibliography and a list of the 
names and addresses of the Armenian 
Evangelical Unions worldwide as well as 
those of the Churches in France. 

The Rev. Leonian’s work represents a 
case study of the situation of the Arme- 
nian Communities in the Diaspora. The 
book raises such questions as, “Who are 
the Armenians in France? Why have they 
come to that country? Are they French 
or not? Will they be integrated or 
assimilated?” The Rev. Leonian answers 
these and similar crucial questions 
honestly, courageously and with intellec- 
tual integrity. The book contains 206 
pages and provides a useful chart (in- 
cluding the addresses) of the Armenian 
political, social, cultural, religious and 
educational organizations and institutions 
in France. 

By virtue of their own particular train- 
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The Rev. Rene Leonian 


ing and life experiences, the Rev. 
Sahagian and the Rev. Leonian are 
among the best qualified persons to treat 
the theme of their respective works. We 
highly recommend their books which can 
certainly be new and valuable additions 
to the collection of our French-speaking 
members and friends in America. Both 
books are available through the AMAA 
Book Serv-ice Program at $10, plus $1 
for postage and handling per copy. 


LUCINA AGBABIAN HUBBARD 
LECTURES ON SACRED MUSIC 
AND EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
Noted soprano Lucina Agbabian Hub- 
bard of Los Angeles, CA, was the speaker 
for a lecture entitled “Traditional Arme- 
nian Sacred Music and its Relationship to 
the Armenian Evangelical Church” 
hosted by the Armenian Heritage Com- 
mittee of the United Armenian Con- 
gregational Church on April 13, 1986. 
Mrs. Hubbard accented her lecture 
through musical examples, vocal solos 
and instrumental as well as choral rendi- 
tions featuring the UACC Chancel Choir. 
The topic of Mrs. Hubbard's lecture 
represented a timely theme for the occa- 
sion of the 140th anniversary of the 
Armenian Evangelical Movement which 
is being observed this year by Armenian 
Evangelicals throughout the world. 
Mrs. Hubbard, who was one of two 
featured soloists at AMAAs 60th Anniver- 
sary Celebrations in 1978, received her 
training and degree in music at UCLA. 
She later studied in Europe, doing exten- 
sive research in Vienna at the Mekhitarist 
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. Library. Most recently, her travels took 


her to Armenia where she studied at the 
Gomidas Conservatory of Music in 
Yerevan, emphasizing her particular area 
of interest, viz. the history of Armenian 
sacred music in the Middle Ages. 


THE REV. BERDJ DJAMBAZIAN 
ADDRESSES INTERNATIONAL 
CRUSADE IN GERMANY 


The Rev. Berdj Djambazian 


The Rev. Berdj Djambazian, Pastor of 
the United Armenian Congregational 
Church in Hollywood, CA, participated 
in the program of an important interna- 
tional crusade held on April 24-27, 1986 
in Germany. The crusade, which was 
organized by the Janz Evangelistic Team, 
a worldwide organization of evangelism 
and outreach, took place in the German 
town of Dorfweil, near Frankfurt. Rev. 
Djambazian led various workshops and 
presented a number of lectures during the 
4-day crusade which was also attended 
by pastors, evangelists and Christian 
workers from different parts of Canada, 
South America and Europe. “It was an 
unforgetable and blessed crusade, when 
we all experienced the power and the 
leading of the Holy Spirit? said Rev. 
Djambazian, who is preparing to lead a 
series of evangelistic meetings in the 
Armenian Communities of Hollywood, 
Glendale and Pasadena, CA. These up- 
coming meetings, organized by the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches of 
Greater Los Angeles, will be held from 
July 17-29, 1986. 

We thank God for the opportunities of- 
fered to our brother Berdj to preach the 
Gospel, and pray that the Lord will con- 
tinue to use him mightily in spreading the 
wonderful message of Christ's saving 
Grace. 


AMAA’S 1978 ELLIS ISLAND 
REMEMBERED EVENT TO BE 
RECOGNIZED BY LIBERTY 
CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE 


On the occasion of the Liberty Centen- 

nial Campaign, the AMAA had appeal- 
ed to the steering committee of the Na- 
tional Park Service and the Statue of 
Liberty and Ellis Island Foundation to ex- 
tend a visible recognition of AMAAs Ellis 
Island Remembered Event of 1978. 
AMAAs request was made along with a 
pledge of $50,000 towards the Centen- 
nial Campaign as the Association’s par- 
ticipation in the nationwide effort to save 
the Statue of Liberty. The funds pledged 
by the Association represent the $32,000 
amount contributed by individuals and 
families to the Ellis Isand Remembered 
festivities, plus the interest accrued on this 
amount since 1978. Mr. Charles P. Clap- 
per, the Associate Regional Director of 
Planning and Resources Preservation of 
the Foundation, recently revealed that 
AMAAs request has been granted and 
that the 1978 Ellis Island Remembered 
celebration will be recognized in an ap- 
propriate manner. The recognition will 
include: 

1. Permanent listing of the AMAA on 
the major donor walls at the Stat- 
ue of Liberty and Ellis Island. The 
AMAAs Ellis Island Remembered 
event will be permanently in- 
scribed in large print with other 
campaign contributors. 

2. Inclusion of the AMAA in the listing 
of all the campaign's official pub- 
lications. These include the com- 
memorative program, brochures, 
television, magazine and news- 
paper ads, such as, full page ads 
in USA TODAY and the Wall 
Street Journal. 

3. Inclusion of AMAA’ name in the 
National Archives. The AMAA 
will be included on a list that 
will be forwarded to the National 
Archives in Washington, D.C. to 
be permanently stored there. 

4. The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island 
Foundation will send to each con- 
tributor to our Ellis Island Remem- 
bered event a personalized Certifi- 
cate of Appreciation. 

The “Ellis Island Remembered” event 


The Ellis Island Remembered Commemorative paintings of: Salpi Mavian, K. Kat- 
chaz, S. Samsonian and Marcel Apkarian (clockwise). 


was organized and sponsored by the 
AMAA on the occasion of its 60th An- 
niversary celebration. The event com- 
memorated the drama of freedom- 
seeking Armenian immigrants who pass- 
ed through the Island before they began 
their new life in the United States. It was 
the first such event by a minority group 
to celebrate the historical significance of 
the Island and call attention to the impor- 
tance of restoring, beautifying and pre- 
serving the buildings on the Island which 
represent a noteworthy landmark in the 
history of the many ethnic communities 
of America. 

We are glad that basic restoration of 
Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty is be- 
ing done. Is it possible that AMAA’ 1978 
event influenced or facilitated partly the 
decision for restoration? 

Five artists contributed paintings on the 
occasion of “Ellis Island Remembered” 

Four of the artists donated their paint- 
ings to the AMAA which are on display 
at the AMAA Headquarters. We con- 
sidered it appropriate to feature those 
four paintings in the June issue of the 
NEWS. 

We ask the artists, Salpi Mavian, K. 
Katchaz, --Simon Samsonian, Marcel 
Apkarian to excuse us for reproducing 
their art work in beautiful color, in black. 
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We owe them a deep gratitude and heart- 
felt thanks. 


CALVIN SAGHERIAN 
APPOINTED ASSISTANT 
PASTOR OF PILGRIM CHURCH 

Calvin Sagherian, an AMAA-sup- 
ported seminary student who graduated 
from Talbot Theological school in June, 

1985 was recently called to become the 
Assistant Pastor of the Pilgrim Armenian 
Congregational church of Fresno, CA. 
According to the Rev. Roger Minassian, 
pastor of the Pilgrim Church, Calvin will 
assume his new position in mid-August, 
1986. His main duties will involve work- 
ing with the high school, college and 
young peoples’ groups. 

Calvin, who is currently serving as a 
Youth Director at the Lake Avenue Con- 
gregational Church in Pasadena, CA, 
hopes to be ordained by the Conservative 
Congregational Christian Conference 
and the AEUNA. He also plans to marry 
Miss Janine Raymond of Pasadena, CA, 
daughter of a minister, prior to his 
ministry with the Pilgrim Church. 

The AMAA rejoices at the happy deci- 
sion of both the Pilgrim church and 
Calvin and extends to them hearty con- 
gratulations on their mutual committ- 
ment. 


NEW YORK CHURCH LAUNCHES 
SOCIAL DAY PROGRAM 

The Armenian Evangelical Church of 
New York, NY, recently started a “Social 
Day’ for adults. The program, which also 
includes lunch service, was organized as 
a social outreach activity to provide a time 
of fellowship in an informal and leisurly 
setting to the adult members and friends 
of the congregation. The “Social Day” ac- 
tivities are supervised by the Rev. Daniel 
Albarian, pastor of the church, and are 
held on the third Wednesday of each 
month. 


LUCY JANJIGIAN PARTICIPATES 
IN LIBERTY EXHIBITIONS 


Lucy Janjigian 


Lucy Janjigian exhibited her paintings 
at the Liberty Exhibition organized as part 
of the Statue of Liberty Centennial 
Celebrations. The exhibition was held at 
the Mussavi Art Center in New York Ci- 
ty, from May Ist through May 17th. 

Lucy, who has exhibited her art 
throughout the Northeastern United 
states, has received numerous awards for 
her work. In addition to the many private 
collections which house her paintings 
both in the United States and abroad, her 
works are on public display in various 
galleries and institutions around the world 
such as the Mekhitarist Museum, Vien- 
na, Austria; the American Cyanamid 


World Headquarters, Wayne, N.d.; 
Berliner Handels Frankfurter Bank and 


_ Arab Bank Limited, New York City; the 


AMAA, Paramus, N.J. and the Gallery 
Philip, Toronto, Canada. Furthermore, 


she has two murals at St. Leon’s Arme- 
nian Church, Fair Lawn, N.J. Lucy is cur- 
rently at work on a commissioned paint- 
ing for the 140th anniversary of the 
Armenian Evangelical Movement to be 
celebrated by the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in North America in June 
1986. 

As a member of Composers, Authors 
and Artists of America Inc., Lucy is tak- 
ing part in a juried group exhibition at the 
Gregg Galleries of the National Arts Club, 
New York City, 21st St. between Park 
Ave. S. & Lexington Ave. The exhibition 
will be open to the public from June 
17-22, 1986. 


KIZIRIANS CELEBRATE 
45TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
Jacob and Virginia Kizirian of Fresno, 
long-standing supporters of AMAA%s 
ministry, were honored recently at a sur- 
prise dinner party marking their 45th 
wedding anniversary. The party was 
organized and hosted by their sons, 
Donald and his wife Donna; Norman and 
wife Pamela; and Leonard and his wife, 
Vickie. Close to 200 friends and relatives 
attended the anniversary celebration 
which was also shared by President 
Ronald and Nancy Reagan and Gover- 
nor George and Mrs. Gloria Deukmejian 
who had sent special congratulatory 
telegrams to Mr. and Mrs. Kizirian. 


| Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Kizirian 


Warm congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. 
Kizirian and may God bless them with 
many more years of happy and fulfilling 
life together. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


‘The Story of One Armenian 


Dear Editor: 

I AM too, an Armenian. The name 
needs an explanation perhaps, but my 
given name is (and | still often use it 
among intimate friends) Garabed 
Roupen Abrahamian of ISMID. . . 

In the several books I have written, I 
have descriptions of the plight of the 
Armenians not quite as lucky as my fami- 
ly was. I have taken the liberty of enclos- 
ing several pages from one of the 
books. . . 

In writing to you . . . | wanted to’give 
you the story of ONE Armenian, product 
of initial wealth, the subsequent, abject 
poverty, the struggle to survive. . . the 
ARMENIAN. . . given a chance in a won- 
derful country as I have found AMER- 
ICA. . . and finally, the satisfaction and 
pride which I have in the realization that 
there is movement, there is effort, as 
AMAA, as the Armenian remains in the 
forefront, with its culture, its vitality 
among the civilized nations equal to any 
in quality and purpose to survive. 

GARO WILLARD RAY 
(Garabed Roupen Abrahamian) 
Orange, CT 


The Armenian Catholic Church 
Dear Editor: 
In the February 1986, Vol. XX, NO. 1 
issue, I noticed with much surprise the 
absence of the Armenian Catholic 
Church at the rank of the other Middle 
Eastern Catholic Churches. Needless to 
mention that the Armenian Catholic 
Church is known in the entire world. I 
can name the following five Patriarchs just 
during my life time: the late Avedis-Peter 
XIV Arpiarian; the late Iknadios-Peter 
XVI Batanian; now retired Hemayag- 
Peter XVII Ghedikian; and since August 
5, 1982, to be exact, John-Peter XVIII 
Kasbarian. 
ZORA BEZIRGUENIAN KARIAN 
Paterson, NJ 


Editor’s Note: We had not mentioned 
the names of the Roman Catholic Chur- 
ches in the Middle East. That is why the 
absence of the name of the Armenian 
Catholic Church from our Chart. 
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FRESNO CHURCHES MARK THE 
140TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL 
MOVEMENT 
The Pilgrim Armenian Congregation 
church (PACC) and the First Armenian 
Presbyterian church (FAPC) of Fresno, 
CA, celebrated the 140th Anniversary of 
the Armenian Evangelical Movement at a 
joint worship service on Pentecost Sun- 
day. May 18, 1986. The service was held 
in the sanctuary of the Pilgrim church and 
was attended by more than 700 people, 
including Armenian Evangelical families 
living in communities around Fresno. The 
Rev. Dr. Hagop Chakmakjian, former 
pastor of PACC, led the service and the 
Rev. Bernard Guekguezian, pastor of 
FAPC, gave the Armenian message on 
the theme, “The Spirit of our Sister 
Unions Overseas.” The Rev. Roger Minas- 
sian, pastor of the host church, and the 
Rev. Harry Missirlian, Minister to the 
Union, spoke in English and shared 
meditations on the timely theme, “The 
AEUNA Today and Tomorrow.” Other 
participants in the service included: the 
Rev. David Hammelmann, Assistant 
Pastor of FAPC; Joan Hensleit, Christian 
Education Director of PACC; and Steve 
Nersessian. Special music was provided 
by the combined choirs of PACC and 
FAPC under the direction of Alice Isaacs. 
The First Armenian Evangelical 
Church was organized in Gedik Pasha 
(Istanbul) on July 1, 1846. Armenian 
Evangelicals throughout the world 
observe this date to celebrate the 19th 
century reformation movement which 
gave birth to their independent church. 
It is anticipated that, this year, the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Churches and com- 
munities throughout the world will 
observe their 140th anniversary with 
special festivities and public functions. 
The Armenian Evangelical Churches in 
the United States and Canada will 
celebrate the important milestone in con- 
junction with their Biennial Assembly to 
be held on June 25-29, at William Patter- 
son College in Wayne, NJ. 


MOMJIAN TWINS GRADUATE 
FROM LAW SCHOOL 

Carol Momjian and Mark Momjian, 
children of our Solicitor and his wife 


Carol and Mark Momjian 


Esther, received their Juris Doctorus 
degrees in May, 1986. Ms. Momjian 
graduated from Delaware Law School 
and received her BA degree from 
Franklin & Marshall College, Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania. Mr. Momjian graduated 
from Columbia Law School and receiv- 
ed his BA degree from Columbia College, 
New York City. Both intend to practice 
law in Philadelphia. 

The parents of the twins are Albert and 
Esther Momjian of Huntingdon Valley. 
Pennsylvania. Their grandparents are the 
late Hagop and Arousiag Gostigian and 
the late Garabed and Johar Momjian. 

Hearty congratulations and best wishes 


. to each for a successful career and fulfill- 


ing life. 


STEVE BEZIRGANIAN 
HIGHLIGHTS THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE IN VALEDICTORY 
ADDRESS AT COLUMBIA 


Steve Bezirganian, son of Dr. and Mrs. 
George Bezirganian of Middletown, N.Y., 


graduated, summa cum laude from Col- 
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Steve Bezirganian 


umbia University in New York City on 
May 14, 1986, with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Economics. A Phi Beta Kappa 
member, Steve was the valedictorian of 
his graduating class. Speaking on the 
theme, “Freedom in America, he 
delivered an informative and moving ad- 
dress in defense of the Armenian case. 
He said, “In the United States, freedom 
is often taken for granted. Most of us are 
fortunate enough to be able to make our 
own choices about how we wish to incor- 
porate our personal heritage into our 
lives. ...Millions of Armenians, including 
my own grandparents, were not so for- 
tunate as most of us are. At the beginn- 
ing of this century, the Ottoman Turkish 
government subjected its Armenian 
population to barbaric cruelties. Infinite- 
ly worse than this, however, was the 
Turkish government's systematic attempt 
to eradicate the Armenian people” 

In a condemnatory remark to those 
who refuse to accept the historicity of the 
Armenian Genocide, Steve stated, “Even 
worse than being unaware of or indif- 
ferent to the persecution that many 
peoples suffer, however, are the attempts 
to deny the occurrence of such oppres- 
sion. Even here, at Columbia, for exam- 
ple, there are a few professors who claim 
that no Armenian Genocide ever took 
place. Such creative rewriting of history 
is the first step toward tolerance of future 
oppression.” 

Warm congratulations to Steve on his 
graduation and his courageous defense 
of the Armenian case. With brilliant and 
devoted youth like Steve, we certainly 
can hope the best for the future of our 
nation, 
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U-W--2bububw) gpniphrlip wnfiniwd & 2wy Urbun- Gybnbghp 
puquvuywunwl An jprGbpk&* hwhiqnigbwy, Ubp- bnyw- U. u- 
Purhugqbwip «Uabuupwiwywi Rou» junpwqhpp pny LEY 
nunbpakG, mpniwd* Ubi hypny 2Zwy Ucbuwpwhwhwl Uporpbwl 
1900p 4wiwdnyjnyfl: Yp hwiwnwlf, pk vwpqupkwoncliy wyu 
gpniphilp, ubp whigbwyh ubpniinki qwyny hwinbpa, 2w) 
Ubu. Gybnbghh 140webwyhl wunphr, inp ne unhynqulul 
quunquu Up nih vbqh* Gbpywy ubporinh 2wy Urbuwpwhwi- 
Gibpniu hudwnp: 


VEp ant fy Yusha yupinp & guyfp opkpnact dbpupk- 
pocffeudp Lb plu nunc imuppky «Be Supply hp qyutip 
Yreuuy turret Santi Pur 14 eye: Niptth, pring 
fpSush dp uur yy Er uly fh thurs wywguyh Puy 

dnynynipyp yuunwupuiwunnt Eb fp Saghenp 
Uuuncdny fagdul her peuwywh fie Pupp uy frnfr 
uy fuusunfr fpbug SES: 

dnyjnynipynp ywnwupwhwunr baba aypcunf- 
«Mf gfunceaparcfifcu pk fr Sug ft poy funpSbyad>: 

QkntSunm ak Lngkenp Puprghsp- oe usta fr tyes Suantng— 
erp, agofipadp, yeurnpadp Fppumeauh phpby dapg phe: 
«Yu'y k push, L[Ft Uckunmpusiip peupngqbdly wh bye 
webjp bong woul) np wipyw Unipp 2ngpkG Gnpngniwsd 
Uupy pues Aepwane” uting Poop unypg be ghhep 
qopughny Pphbye cueys hagbinp pubbpp winp hudwup 
hkuinp fu nyt eye: Nh, ubp pbhifbpniG uhbo que 
pg gps Sb) Sngheng heutep—2nghpr ybutipp—myh- 
pur unhuyp kag fp eupaqus pip pose ae puttudbe k, 
Sngeny nyt ths buff gk: 

Ubp nnpwjh yw wup ybpfiwjvounrphrlip gt, GhpapG- 
snilG k: Dkurp acufiup pupagpsubpac, nga fipbig 
Phinpp , ua apenyt ys pognet ghpf pps Liu Sky Bhuncufr, 
npntg fk oh pupryp Pppamoug hp gaeguh Soghhe 
us .phis Ee Uinp nunpp hp pape he vkunk Shyweapyp napolg 
SL9 hp Sf Pa pupigth, ng euiprgp spi, Sunyus Phuyts 
Oph pspi: Uuplw Angbhl ybpfubounrphrifi E: 

Pp puuntikar fbr mn) fie quapaes SLY Ghkqgkgffu 
Subjpuspuipuryy pes ype Pies nypuseurreps wut bp ap wing 
puprgph subypp Verpe Zaghfu aye odnedp uinugusd Purp= 
ahh bhie: «Ge yu ap hhntiprif SES wninp kkhunky 
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op fufuun Qwu Lpbutkp Be Bnybkp Smug fly (haps. 
A}. 1): Uj Guyku poubgwli np- + + yuumnkp Sueunng hb: 
UbGaf wy up juoupGf mk Quin war Le epee of 4p fuoufiup, P49 
quant $bits Sueur , fhsbp puy sbG hu.wmwp: Upybog, 
fugn®e: Y wuts gh kee 4p fuoufup , Pug «wy Guku» sbGf 
jooubp: Ubip 4p fuoufiip, Ubp «<buy-p Up wouh, 
hbubiwpwp fppunnup yp jnk: Pwyg pny fwpnghsp vp 
wiquu <pnfinth» fppwnny BAunuh, wh unnkh Pp funn 
ayprinp fous ailing: AED be aj Siayhar ugpianfs four) mgs guranbep 

Utup Sula gnemds Lip ap Yuunemds fuer Quid £ 
Ucbunmpustin huss Ghtqkgfu ne phi Sip fk), be uiorief 
pubppp— yunqgul — nif ubp dnyjninipynGbpni: 

Quunems Upiuy fuoufy fp uyuserr epee pr pusg Skip, 
Ucbkunmpustsp wywsy nobus bp nav dngndacpa, SE plutiasip 
widfis hunpp, tip wyumhikpp LEmnbiup Uftunpir unQbep 
Be Punnshirp Suifpoipky Stp Bhuncuf anpEpp: 


Stp, ubq wppfignip br Znqindy Gnpngk, 
UVEG ubpwm* bpyGuinp bnuGnnyy yunk, 
Uykyatpw, vbp &pybyp, Uppk ubq Gnpte, 
Ujkjptpw, fniyy b Punfp, Ujkjppw, 
UukG: 


UAthv ULGPUL 


4w’jp ubp Gunniwé vbp hwpg* jnjun yunbghp 
Ubp vky, wqqG nwpbpny ypywy pphp- 

SbuwGf swpwg wGjncp swppfG qnppywhf, 
UpbwG, ywnG wpgniGfp anpt wigwif: 
OphGbw’; b yavfy- vbp phrp GwhwuwhGbp 
Unbp thunfhy utp, bu Ybpwypnnibp 

Ppp qunpwlwi" wqqug vty gppnrbghp, 

buy umyp hnnhG ypwy” Yuyd vp ywhbghp: 
U.junthbunbi abnfy* SE’p, hpqop puph 

UWEG why pny py ubq hndwhp: 
PunuyjntphcG wn'ip, vbq hnijnck’, ywht’ 
Ppp wqq huwdwyG hwpniwd nr tpnpawGtt: 

Ubp jntuwhwuw ubpwG pupmpk’, ganphf wn'ip, 
pp pupquiwé painbp wqq wypbgn'ip 

Pnv uncpp juoufy Upgm fwpngbjnr finpta 
U.Gniwfn tpunfpG hump, n*y Skp, Uwk*G: 
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UppLip Lkp- Businyusg busts, 


Piguajke dbgh Saqnpyus Efinp Yu fumyke, fp wpe 
fuss dip hahah fis, Uppuslp dp tachpbyae Osh pfhuyh 
Luss Ucbunu pasts gush uss Lihkpuhgnacfikuss, nepfune— 
bu fp 4e Suquppbip ft ogunne by nd Lkp- Buhne 
Uargpptutsp Li phwyacfbukh, ap yaunhurnyke Eyed bp 
Bacup guy Ockuna puts Gheqtgfbtpar 
Uprrftt ut Lupgarfléuts Spuckpad be VEpducap 
Upbckyj ep guy Uckurmpurtinhat Ghbgtgpubpac 
Ufa fits GE qprinshusts Vurp Pup hupqugpae ffi dp 
Spug qurpua fi pee Surhiup bbphesy ppp Qunnhrarwy 
wnroinuhut opkpre unfi fe hunnupneby fp uss, outa pbk py 
unulinppekyae, Uppal pf 10 Uury fru 1986/ wrnucomburth 
Fushi 10:30 fk ugusngad gnepned , Sfrusg busy oe 
end, Upthiph be Gnppipnys bybqkghukpe tnppupay Fép 
Lhkqtgfipu Sky byakgfu utpngs SurpnefFiass Ehbgbgulw 
Lihkpuhgac phat Opp: 

Lép- Uuyppbus DT ubgkhafpuibp anc 
Lihbpuhg nr fetus UcurnemduSubry be Suny eb teases frpras— 
fut sunuwyarfpcubbpac Suups bhbqkguhwit, 
fpfuhwh, puphoppubes fdopgkp§ tkpe: 

Ghkgkgeny Grggmfunfpp qhhwdfupacfibu lp Qph. 
Qunrkh Pu pufibutip Be EpgbSatp pubkpualhgarflbate 
dopep hu Pppunph Pa gufdbutip fuop aaypacdad be 
Ubpougaedad duutahgh gue wyuynuhacupph: 

Ufpulp Oprimy Ehkqkgeny ybuah pie Sang fin Ep 
ugofipbbpncts Sbur upipad hp guunhugikiup apayke funp— 
Spppesisg ails inky Usb p plus fp guy Ucbenuprurts gurhorts 
Lihbpuahgafbwis: 


fury Ucbinmprusts gushes Lihkpuhgnifipciup bp Spfuw- 
gpacfFbuk Shiske uayguop fp peqaehbelpp Eghapad be 
dfpung be Sagfir news & Fppumnuf Buqueapatfthus 
Suse uss Push : Ue Genus pasts $a Lihbkpuhgarfifprip 
uifaifsds § Safar Saga fib fouunmgag dbpetpr 
Sagbonp, dauenp be Sap foaenp wuncig Susy Fury [Fey rd 
Suqupweap hutnchbbpa, wyunnut pub , Ep funuumpy— 
ubpoe be Epbgtbpac: Ghtgtgputp, qypngbkyp, Eph- 
pap pehwh pup dapwtuby be gn bbubp SAdcibypad, ack 
wmbjnd, peg ne qua Saugikyad, ws Puntowy fis 
Say plbugupdibpae ogkbynd be quinsqut wy ep 
abr Ucbunuprusrgushastip we § uink; pop ki Sk of S— 
Bachusuuusisp fury Uckurupurtiush ust Ehkqkgfubpp be 
qeypngbbpp ppp Oe brerressprashs gush astsfr bayusuinp shen bb 
pou, Epufunugpurhut wise qqaugaeduband hp fun- 
buap Spr Lary Uckunuprustr gush uss Lihbpuhga few Sfu- 
bugfpubpae gfawunublpi wnjle, be hp tug ftkip wha 
ffuninnach, S6nununke be purginufpuns (Ehuadup fap th pok— 
ped be unui inpgbbpoach gaspuinbke pagaqacfifrbbbp ke 
Phbutbds tnewbacdtibp fA tun Uuurncdny Purgqunnpre- 
but fc fh pupopacfifea dkp peur Pus giup guip ¢ngndacp- 
afu: 

Burp guthop* 
UUUSNPP PNOULEWD, Unrbinyten 
Gnppiupry guy Ucku- Ghkqgtgfp 
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Vtpduung Upbetypp Lay Urtui. Ghbgkgpibpae 
thyprinhwts Yur fips apagacdad, 15 Péhintdpkp 1985, 
fhuopk hung gulp 2:30-AL ubgf nebbgue Qs « UariParky 
Uqupkgtbwif pupiggar buts wipuinotine fF lsusis sane gre ffius 
wyunymnutacipp Phopppruukh Lay Urchin. Ghtqtgffh fk: 
Qurinutnciipph tkphuy bh Pooppprtbh, bebyornvels 
Pkuuuyp, Guy annnepusf Ge ayy wsuabbb pbs Saeunnasg— 
buy poyplp be Eqpuaypubp: Quryendncinpp uljuae Qusnn- 
USEp bursphbutip wr in pyne bude Sngbunp bpgeé- 
pod, wqofigny be U- Prep piftipgredtad: 

Lkp- Lutinws Yup Sarghush , Yhap: Cup fpiop Unepfry 
putif unntinngbinp, yepyug enprivuds aprynbh (FG ih- 
budachh pupaggarffius wpunotnc fife: uyfiunf npach gun 
4 pany prushasry fs puiins fas: 

Wkp. 2. Yup fugkhwis, Quan UV. Marsh buts be Snpft. 
Iurhhp Pe Suipgneg fis Suspgaetibp Ae EL- 
busSach gyunury a6 wypasurrase frassab pr avec: Uae gutted Yu 
fuacdpp ters d Yuga ubpunkyae Supgacdbbpacs enprrieasd 
ayeannuupsatih pp: 
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Butdimfnelpp , gnfugaeghs qutikynd Suupgnewiub— 
pack yunnuufaatikrp biphwibpae surgutsbg fr npr 
huh npngacdp: 

Urges Snpft- aus y ens xy eer ts bess bs Quippug Uneppry Suburb 
puny bur dkp- Qupabe Upuipybuip gumnch YutSalp , 
apach SkS wah 4p gurgertk py hr fuuquhgaefipeup Be 
guapSucapacfipeuubpp Pehuuadsacfhh Be Phoppprblp me 
hepqoncep bhbaghgpubprch: 

Unfft wniprcbgue tube Phuunyp Unurpkyjuhas GhEqgk- 
Gbb Shp Sop U pul Pfypughuip, ap fp proughpact S58 
gaynkg FE sy is yinrolsfr unutidincdp wets fr ayuseruse frst 
wen fife be unefpacl hp sys Sah, be PS Ehbqgbgfu 
wy frp yupgfls ybing & qopun fy Yutgup be qapdulgh 
Snifrp Skin, npybugh Ppwuiwpp Qupbih Saghibp 
rushy Shan ge punpphs Sunfup: 

Qty in Popp fb pYurguse Qunn UOurPacky Uquipkabutsp 
op Star frhush wofipniy : 

Qing in Pectphts hung Sprpuuppacfpeh wnbgf ntibgue 
Ehbgbgfp apusspi EY: 
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QDackine Uypkuf guy Ocburnpustnhat Paqaduhut 
Ghbgkghi fp qugdn bw 56pq wnuiphauipdp bybg 
Ucbunuiprusis gushusts yuna phkpnae yuunncl yup pa 
dp, 1985/4 Réhnkdptip pis: Quy nm Pacipibpach ay uur 
qubuplpbbpis bf Ehqtghhu Sadfep Lép- Bnidukip 
Qujbut be Sfep ackorpatipshbkp Iocpkir rats es testy Eos 
nme Ypuunflfp Pacpgtipe: Suuiip Sfig. utdkp Bpuccup 
napiyke Skp me Pphfs pugactbyad bachpackgut Utap: 

Ocbinupusisgushass apna pukp bis quan wnbaf acuk- 
gut Yule Bapk, fpiushut way, gapdacibac ih hbk: 
Ufpulhopkury qypaghts agwhipotikpp be acuncgfsbipp 
funnuplg fi wae burrus press ges lyst qi Sununksf déniunpl dp, 
Epgbégagar bude ae fhayacbadp webapp eupa- 
q&a Dyopfunu syrrqriuny fs wignappbkpae: Gpggu- 
funclpfir wtautibpp Yép- Qe butefr mnwJunappae 
Bhutp, ayghpkght bpke Sfewtgamtaghhp ae séputing 
fp, be Uamarday froughts Ffuffapacfipcip nap fs pasg- 
Sufife Spewtptbpnc, SEpotfiipae be nmnuny buy hk- 
yume: Ghegegfpi dngndacp op achhgue Ephae Sbiph opkp 
Ehkqgbgffu upusins lyeasts vy] Monte Grande perbuhunbaf fis 
SED: Bnpkfinushuts aye gaponcbbafpebbbpp Sagbeng 
bapngnt feu Ee gfincfitut unfibp byut EhEqhgfpu 
Surf asp: Ucburnupwiip puipngqackgan, yuunkp op Sinchguts 
he Skpp ifunucnpacbgue : 


UPGSUPUul OF4uGs 
4U.3 QPuRNhHu 


Pprutin Susy Puaiputqkuts puunwifph quiemlyp 
Uptuip sep fy guunkpf tafe SE thg Burhan 
Pups ghyae bpaph yaqtfg Ppa apupuggp— 
cas uyusertbs prose Prick : bua quence bp Unitupf 
Bwhunnnul, Epp nkgf actbgee wy gkhypp: 

Upfuts Ruipubkgqkath fp qplenpushah yung php 
dunfu gqpungqutiacd Pf ncibinul kp ff Urb- 
wpa Ge mquan poybikp fs quppaed bp: 

Quant pug df: Sule, bf aSbg bach dasha 
funk, (Fytunbae hagdfg mpdubeud ff ups facg fl 
ph fr b Sustag faye Up luiip: Oph Pats § eer sift fren 
funnpitpp gpend bi unkkhs hagel: Yunpbipfg 
Thy maygmed & Uptucife duup lyrdpfri, Sault 
k Uckiunupustif wun ps Fes has gh hpbup, 
agunnrencl minginel & tps fe popu 100 b9bpfg be 
Fined k bpag gedapeny 30 b9bpf Shqaims ph 
asp prc: 

Qusy fracg fh uphf Pbk awiig fp fbunpsting funapp 
fupng Sp wnt Yunyku Piuisky upunfr sPED be 
wpunnbenn puny Say ghiengh fa Sunn ae 
Beat: Uctinuputip , umhuysis, iphacd § Lupus 


hiwih : 
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GUPU4GUUUuGr nh Gh 
4U36PERV CNTGRNP 
GFocrnahk vA 
2U.3LEPP2AUGP 


Nipufu kg guspnmpuiplkyar pk Fkp fon acupip ~ 
Cupurh wtb pee Eu Suybpkis Snqgeng Grgépae pa- 
pop ph tng dur lugpnefiprh Sp gape duypbbpfq- 
bb pne dpa: 

Quy hk ppgubpae apy wiinufu pa fdisg yup pp wpunin— 
puronends & 26 wtautbbpk purghwgeds Ee ga 
funcdpf dp, 9 fbubpgpsubpae be 16 Epudfgen- 
Vt pb&uhtéutip : 

Qapu Qu ybkppaubpae ght £26 arrripuyr: Uerrestn- 
eT gpdby; fury Uckuing. Lihbpulgae but 
gpuubikuhn: ay 
Armenian Missionary Association of America 
140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, NJ 07652 
Z4n.- (201) 265-2607, 265-2608 


cheat mamas Micrel poines 
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SPEND VAPPPAPUT UGE Ul— Zé gpinel* Lép. &- 
U. Popo 
156 S96p$ purqhuguds mye ehpep pupiulbiawgpae— 
Bfeti £ St£ypng Dis guns fis op Ephup wnuipfibp Susrnua— 
Rev. Yuhanna Toro 
1802 E. Beverly Drive 
Pasadena, CA 91104 


2NGEUULY BN3OEP A. Suunp— Zhqfiwh* Lép- baw 
y. Nursunnacpbats 
Sngbynis gopnemdstbpae be wyquiyhi:s witfuant qa 

gactibpad Skqfinhacwsd gpa hf uik pre Suupmdny 
Ppt £ 372 kph pk huagdewd aye Sannappy np Len. Ww 
guunnipba ppp fen tp hp aad fp peg dusup gery 
aga fis gee estl irk pees : erwin ae Suhup pfbk, 

Rev. Nuchan Hachian 

23250 17th Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94116 


2PU.CU.QUSNEU— Zhqpiwh* Up payky Uap piubuts 
Stp Aopf Uupwby bis Gbugquisf mses gs Susp ly fp fn 
Snghene Alaymfbchy: 181 1B, opbhue 5 amu 
User urban re Santiug afb,’ —-— 
A.M.A.A. Book Service ppb a TON 


140 Forest Avenue i, 
Paramus, NJ 07652 Le ZB On? a 
} 


OBITUARIES 


Sympathies extended: — The Board of Directors, the Executive Director, the Field Directors and the staff, all of 
whom are acquainted with the deceased, their families and relatives through the AMAA records, extend their sin- 
cere and deep sympathies to the immediate kin, relatives and friends of the deceased, whose obituaries, trans- 
mitted to the Editor bu pastors, friends or relatives, are recorded below. 


“Let not your heart be troubled,” said our Lord, “ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are 
many mansions . . . I go to prepare a place for you. . ., I will come again, and receive you unto myself.” (Jo. 14:1-3). 
This is the hope by which we should all live. 


NVART JANBAZIAN 


Mrs. Nvart Janbazian 


Nvart Janbazian crossed the bar in San 
Clemente, CA, on February 26, 1986, two 
days before her 87th birthday, to a well deserv- 
ed reward with her Heavenly Father. 

Born in 1899, she was the oldest of the five 
children of Setrak and Zenoohi Adourian who 
had both been educated as teachers in Talas. 
The family came to Philadelphia in 1910, 
where their father established a Sunday 
School for the newly arriving Armenians. 

The work of furthering God’s Kingdom on 
earth was an important part of Nvart's life. She 
taught Sunday School in the Philadelphia 
church, supporting the work her father had 
organized, and later taught in a Presbyterian 
church when she married. 

Family devotional hour was a must each 
evening with Bible reading, discussion and 
prayers. 

In 1944, the family moved to Pasadena and 
became active in the Cilicia church where she 
served as the president of the Ladies Aid for 
several years. When she became house- 
bound because of her arthritis, she held week- 
ly Bible study meetings at her home. Those 
who came to visit and cheer her up were 
treated to a time of encouragement and 
assurance that God was with them. She 
thought of others less fortunate and was will- 
ing to do more than just her share. She did 
not believe in tithing for she believed that was 
not enough! She followed the example of the 
widow‘ and her mite. Much of her time and 
talents were spent in furthering the work of 
the Armenian Missionary Association of 


America, both as a representative and as a 
faithful and generous member of the Associa- 
tion, writing and talking to relatives and friends 
throughout the U.S. about supporting the 
AMAA “because we have so much, we must 
share with others” She did not have much of 
this world’s goods and riches, but gave of her 
love, care and time. 

After God, her family occupied her time. 
She married Calvin in 1917 and had two 
daughtefs, Marguerite and Evelyn. Her days 
were Occupied by helping her husband in their 
jewelry store and the evenings with her 
daughters and their lessons. She put aside 
tnoney for their college education at a time 
during the Depression when people could on- 
ly afford the necessities. She instilled the love 
of learning in them, and later, in her six grand- 
children who are all college graduates. 

Keeping family ties was important so she 
shared letters and pictures with her children 
and grandchildren. Each one knew of her love 
for them and felt secure in it. She developed 
a pride in them as Christians and Armenians. 

She had a desire to help relatives come to 
this country to take advantage of the oppor- 
tunities here; she shared her home and 
substance to make it possible. There are many 
who can attest to the changes she made in 
their lives.as the following testimony given by 
Dr. Mihran Agbabian at her funeral services 
indicate; “I knew that uncle Calvin was my 
father’s first cousin—As to Aunt Nvart, I didn’t 
know what to expect. Little did I know that 
I owed primarily to her the fact that I was even 
able to come to the U.S” She had been suf- 
fering for twenty years with rheumatoid ar- 
thritis, but through all her pain, she never 
complained. She always took it to the Lord 
and praised Him for His goodness till the end 
of her earthly existance. 

“I hope you understand why 

I smile when I cry 

I know Jesus is holding her hand 

I will miss that twinkle in her eye 

Her love for God and children who cry 
Life does not end in this temporal land” 

These words from a poem dedicated to 
Nvart by her son-in-law, D.E. Beauchamp, ex- 
press the feelings of not only the family of Mrs. 
Nvart Janbazian, but also the sentiments of 
all those who knew and loved her. 


MARTIN BEDROSIAN 

Martin Bedrosian was born on November 
29, 1903, in Bitlis, Armenia. Martin’s father, 
Ben, came to the United States to work and 
prepare a place for his family. Martin was 
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Mr. Martin Bedrosian 


seven years old when he and his mother and 
three sisters joined his father. They settled in 
Kingsburg, CA, where his father was engag- 
ed in farming. 

On January 31, 1931, he married Kohar 
Gazarian of Los Angeles. They were married 
in the Kingsburg Armenian Presbyterian 
Church. They settled in the Reedley area for 
one year before moving to their Dinuba home 
where they have lived for 54 years. 

Martin was a Life Member of AMAA. He 
was involved in fund raising and served on 
committees to benefit Armenian children 
overseas. He believed in the AMAA and un- 
til his final days he supported the work of the 
Association. For this reason, his family 
established a fund with the AMAA in honor 
of his memory. 

Martin is survived by his wife, Jewell; three 
daughters, Lesta Ekizian and Joyce Bedrosian, 
both of Dinuba and Karen Bedrosian of 
Oakland; two brothers, Ray of Kingsburg and 
Kaye of Fresno; a sister, Gladys Dosdoorian 
of San Francisco; and four grandchildren. 


ANGEL MARTAYAN KASSABIAN 

Born on March 9, 1911 in Kayseri, Angel 
Martayan Kassabian and her family were 
destined to survive the massacres of 1915 by 
the help of friends who gave them protection 
after their first night of deportation. Angel was 
the youngest of four children born to Boghos 
and Gulu Martayan, which included her 
brother Agam and sisters Mayreni Hamalian 
and Sara Chakmakjian. 

At war’s end in 1918, the family was able 


Mrs. Angel Martayan Kassabian 


to travel to Adana and eventually out of 
Turkey. In 1920. the Martayans came to the 
United States and settled in New York where 
they endured the hardy life of immigrants in 
tenement houses. In 1928, the family moved 
to Philadelphia where Angel worked in her 
brother's butcher shop as she completed high 
school and planned to go to college to become 
a librarian. Her plans were interrupted 
however when she met Mihran Kassabian in 
church and got married in 1932. Mihran 
Kassabian had a shoe repair business, and in 
1938 Angel began to work as a seamstress in 
her husband's shop. In 1943, Angel and 
Mihran moved to Los Angeles where they 
labored together for two decades at Major 
Cleaners. The result of their hard work and 
perseverance was the building of a successful 
business. Meanwhile, their home had become 
a frequent meeting place for church and com- 
munity organizations and visitors. The Kassa- 
bians extended a welcome mat in the best 
Christian tradition of hospitality and became 
“Good Samaritans” to many grateful people. 
Angel and Mihran were a mainstay of the 
Masis Church, in the spiritual context of which 
they educated their two children. Angel took 
great pride in her family—-her late husband 
Mihran; her daughter, Resemary, and hus- 
band, Norayr; her son, John, and wife, Mary: 
and particularly her grandchildren Paulette, 
Mark. John and Paul. For them, and for all 
who knew her, Angel Kassabian left a shin- 
ing example of Christian charity, strength of 
character, honesty and perseverance. 


JOSEPH SAHAKIAN 

Mr. Joseph Sahakian of San Antonio, 
Texas, who died on Saturday, February 22, 
1986 at the age of 92, was born in Sis, 
Armenia, He arrived in the US. in 1910 and 
served his newly-adopted country in World 
War | immediately after which he became a 
naturalized citizen. He continued serving his 
country as a hard working laborer asking for 


Mr. Joseph Sahakian 


nothing but the opportunity to earn a living 
and be a responsible citizen. 

Mr. Sahakian was a member of the Travis 
Park United Methodist Church for over 50 
years and a close friend of Mr. Richard Aijian 
whom he helped in his rug business as a free 
lance rug repairman. i 

His survivors include two sisters, Zabel Tule- 
nian of Oakland, CA, and Parantzem Tulenian 
of Encino, CA, as well as numerous nieces 
and nephews. 


GEORGE A. AJOOTIAN 

George A. Ajootian, 75, of Country 
Parkway, RI, died at his home on Sunday, 
February 23, 1986. He was the husband of 
Violet (Tarpinian) Ajootian. 

Born in Providence, he was a son of the late 
Avedis and Ozketel (Noorigian) Ajootian. 

Mr. Ajootian had attended the former 
Rhode Island State College, now the Univer- 
sity of Rhode Island. He earned a juris doc- 
torate in 1933 at Boston University School of 
Law, where he was editor-in-chief of the Law 
Review. During World War II he was a lieute- 
nant commander in the Navy. 

Besides his wife, he leaves four sons: 
Charles J. Ajootian of Smithfield, James P. 
Ajootian of Scituate, Thomas G. Ajootian of 
Ashland, Ore., and Edward A. Ajootian of 
Cranston; a daughter, Joyce A. Ajootian; a 
brother, John Ajootian, both of North Pro- 
vidence; three sisters, Mary and Esther Ajoo- 
tian, both of Cranston, Margaret Layshock of 
Moraga, CA, and three grandchildren. 
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The AMAA Board of Directors ex- 
tend their heartfelt condolences to 
the families of the deceased through 
the medium of the AMAA NEWS. 

*MIKAELIAN, Edna 

Sarasota, FL 

TUFENKJIAN, Haig 

Boston, MA 

BAGDASARIAN, George 

Worcester, MA 
*HERR, Clara S. 

Bell Harbor, NY 
*BEZJIAN, Alex 

N. Hollywood, CA 
*TERZIAN, Nell 

Castro Valley, CA 
*SHIDAN, Hrand 

Del Rey, CA 
*KHESHDOIAN, Sarah 


San Diego, CA 07/03/85 

BOGHOSIAN, Aram 

Forest Hills, NY 11/07/85 

YOUGHIAN, George 

Bradford, MA 01/10/86 
*KARAKOOSH, Sophie 

Piscataway, NJ 02/18/86 

ORCHANIAN, Peter / 

Waltham,MA 02/19/86 
*ATTARIAN, George 

Los Angeles, CA 02/25/86 

MISSIRLIAN, Ruth 

Royal Oak, MI 02/27/86 
*GULESIAN, Alice 

Lynn, MA 02/27/86 
*KALAJIAN, Soulton 

Detroit, MI 03/06/86 
*CONSTANTIAN, Diana : 

Springfield, NJ 03/07/86 

KOCHAKIAN, Rose 

Haverhill, MA 03/09/86 
*“KAZARIAN, Sarah 

Whitinsville, MA 03/25/86 


*MARGOSIAN, Arshalous 


Woodcliff, NJ 04/10/86 
*JENANYAN, Charles 

Fresno, CA 04/13/86 
*BARDIZIAN, Solomon 

Westland, MI 04/14/86 
*JULIAN, Marvin 

Boston, MA 04/16/86 

TASHJIE, Raymond 

Montebello, CA 04/22/86 


KAZARIAN, Ashken 
CA 04/22/86 
*GOSTANIAN, Esther 
Somerville, MA 04/26/86 
*“TOVMASSIAN, Rev. Edward 


Whittier, CA 04/26/86 
*FRANKIAN, Martin 

Fresno, CA 05/07/86 

TEAGER, Arthur 

Somerset, NJ 05/22/86 

TEAGER, Robert 

Somerset, NJ 05/22/86 


*Memorials were designated for 
AMAA. 
**Bequest ass 
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NEWLY RECORDED 
SHARAGANS & ARMENIAN HYMNS 
ON CASSETTE TAPES 

We are pleased to announce the availability of an un- 
precendented collection of Sharagans and Armenian 
hymns on cassette tapes. . . 
eProfessionally recorded by an ensemble of a 26-voice 

choir, 9 soloists and 16 musicians and directed by Dr. 
John Merjanian of Saratoga, Calif. 

e Available in sets of four cassettes. They include a large 
variety of excerpts from the liturgy of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church, great hymns of the reformed tradi- 
tion and selected sacred classics all sung in Armenian. 

eQuality: high in caliber and rich in meaning for 
Armenians. 

Because of its inspirational value, we believe that 
every Armenian home should own a set. 

The AMAA is the sole distributor of this new recor- 
ding and all the income, at the request of Dr. and Mrs. 
Merjanian, will go towards AMAAs evangelism and 
scholarship projects. 

For your orders, fill in the coupon below and mail it 
to: Armenian Missionary Association of 
America, Inc., 140 Forest Ave., Paramus, N.Jd. 
07652. 

Please note that they are sold only in sets of four 
cassettes at $25.00, plus $1.00 for postage and handl- 
ing per set. 


ATT: Armenian Missionary Ass’n of America, Inc. 


Please forwardsets(s) of the ARMENIAN SACRED MUSIC 
CHORALE @ $25.00, plus $1.00 for postage and handling 


per set. 

Enclosed is my check for 
Bill me 
NAME 


ADDRESS __————————————— $A 


City/Town State Zip 
Make checks payable to AMAA, Inc. 


Armenian Missionary Association of America 


140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, NJ 07652 
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WE INVITE YOU TO OUR 


ORGANIZED 
BY 
THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
of the 
ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
FRIDAY, JULY, 4, 1986 


at the 
ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 
and » 


ARMENIAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH COMPLEX 
140 Forest Avenue 
Paramus, New Jersey 


*« Shish Kebab Dinner Serving from 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 


We welcome all from New Jersey, New York, 
Connecticut and Pennsylvania 


Donation: $10.00 Adults $5.00 for Children Under 12 


Directions: Proceed West on Route 4 from George Washington Bridge 
about 8 miles to Forest Avenue. Exit on Forest, proceed about 1/2 mile 
to AMAA and Armenian Presbyterian Church on right. 


Coming from West to East on Route 4, cross Route 17 and proceed 
to Forest. Exit, take jug handle turn, cross over Route 4 to Headquarters 


as above. 
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